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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a compact and inexpensive zoom lens which is constituted 
so that high image quality is obtained and which is suitable specially for a digital still camera by 
effectively arranging a plastic lens in the zoom lens constituted of two negative and positive 
components. 

SOLUTION: This zoom lens is constituted of three negative, positive and positive components 
when viewing it from an object side. Then, at least one lens out of the lenses constituting 
respective lens groups is the plastic lens. Besides, it is constituted so as to satisfy the conditional 
expressions of -0.8< Cpx(N'-N)/&phiv;W<0.8 and -0,45<M3/M2<0.90 (Provided that 
&phiv;T/&phiv;W>1.6). In the expressions, Cp is the radius of the curvature of the plastic lens. 
&phiv;W is the power of a whole system at a wide angle end. N' and N are the respective refractive 
indexes of the (d) line of the object-side and the image-side media of an aspherical surface, M2 
and M3 are the moving amount of the 2nd and the 3rd lens groups [the object side is regarded (-) 
with the wide angle end as a reference] and &phiv;T is the power of the whole system at the 
telephoto end. _ - . . \ . ■ - 
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